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Abstract
X-ray absorption and resonant inelastic x-ray scattering spectra of LaPt2Si2 single crystal at the
Si 2p and La 4d edges are presented. The data are interpreted in terms of density functional
theory, showing that the Si spectra can be described in terms of Si s and d local partial density of
states (LPDOS), and the La spectra are due to quasi-atomic local 4f excitations. Calculations
show that Pt d-LPDOS dominates the occupied states, and a sharp localized La f state is found
in the unoccupied states, in line with the observations.

Keywords: resonant inelastic x-ray scattering, superconductivity, charge density wave,
local partial density of states

(Some figures may appear in colour only in the online journal)

1. Introduction

In the last two decades, resonant inelastic x-ray scattering
(RIXS) has played an essential role in the understanding
of many-body physics. By probing the change of energy,
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the title of the work, journal citation and DOI.

momentum, and polarization of the scattered photon, the RIXS
technique provides access and information to intrinsic excita-
tions in complex materials [1]. In the latest years, the drastic
improvement of the technique has pushed forward the study of
systems combining superconductivity (SC) and charge- and/or
spin-density waves (CDW and/or SDW). Materials like Fe/Ni-
based pnictides [2, 3], transition metal dichalcogenides [4, 5],
or cuprate superconductors [6–13] are three examples out
of many.

Recently, the quasi-two-dimensional Pt-based rare earth
intermetallic material LaPt2Si2 has attracted a lot of atten-
tion as it exhibits strong interplay between CDW and SC [14].

1361-648X/22/324003+8$33.00 Printed in the UK 1 © 2022 The Author(s). Published by IOP Publishing Ltd

https://doi.org/10.1088/1361-648X/ac7500
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1311-7358
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0210-4340
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5183-8020
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8741-7559
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8367-5454
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0349-4125
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3797-3346
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1679-4370
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4655-1516
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3086-9642
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1400-2336
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7799-8575
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6501-5324
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1467-8114
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1416-5642
mailto:deepak.john_mukkattukavil@physics.uu.se
mailto:yasmine.sassa@chalmers.se
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1088/1361-648X/ac7500&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2022-6-15
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


J. Phys.: Condens. Matter 34 (2022) 324003 D John Mukkattukavil et al

A first order transition was reported from high-temperature
tetragonal to low-temperature orthorhombic phase, accompan-
ied by a CDW transition around TCDW = 112 K followed
by a SC transition at Tc = 1.22 K. LaPt2Si2 crystallizes in
a CaBe2Ge2-type tetragonal structure (space group P4/nmm,
see figure 1(a)), having a resemblance to the ThCr2Si2-type
structure found in pnictide and heavy fermion systems. The
structure also has close resemblance to the 122 supercon-
ducting Fe based systems, where spin fluctuations have been
investigated and debated [2, 15, 16]. The striking difference
between these two structures is that the former one lacks inver-
sion symmetry in the crystal, resulting in two non-equivalent
layers (Si1–Pt1–Si1) and (Si2–Pt2–Si2) arranged in alternating
stacking separated by La atoms [17] (as shown in figure 1(a)).
This special feature in the crystal structure is reminiscent of
noncentrosymmetric SC [14], where the lack of inversion sym-
metry results in nonuniform lattice potential, creating an asym-
metric spin–orbit coupling (SOC).

To understand the material, we have performed x-ray
absorption (XAS) and RIXS experiments on a LaPt2Si2 single
crystal at the Si 2p (L2,3) and La 4d (N4,5) edges at room
temperature, above the CDW and SC states. To the best of
our knowledge, XAS and RIXS measurements have not been
reported on this compound so far, and this preliminary study
focuses on understanding the features observed above the SC
and CDW transitions and how they relate to theoretical models
and previous reports of XAS and RIXS from La and Si-based
compounds. A review on methods for theoretical modeling
on RIXS spectra can be found in [18], and effects of self-
interacting interaction beyond standard density functional the-
ory (DFT) are treated in [19].

The XAS spectrum shows sharp peaks at 97.1 eV,
101.47 eV and a dominating broad feature with maximum at
117.4 eVwhich can be assigned to excitation of atomic-like La
4d−14f states. RIXS spectra excited at these resonances show
scattering to La 5p−14f final states, and we also observe x-ray
emission (XES) from the dynamically populated 4d−14f 3D1

state to the ground state. The Si XES spectrum is stationary
on the emission energy scale, and partial fluorescence yield
(PFY) is used to construct the Si 2pXAS spectrum.UsingDFT
we show that the Si XES spectra can be described in terms of
Si s and d local partial density of states (LPDOS). While Pt
d-LPDOS is predicted to dominate the occupied states, a sharp
localized La f state is found in the unoccupied states, in line
with the observed quasi-atomic excitations. XAS and RIXS
measurements show that the material’s basic interactions can
be explained using LPDOS of Si.

2. Experiment

The single crystalline sample of LaPt2Si2 used in this study
was synthesized using the Czochralski pulling method [14].
Crystallographic analysis shows that the LaPt2Si2 sample has
P4/nmm space group with the crystallographic parameters
given in figure 1(a). The VESTA software [20] was used to
generate the crystal structure with crystallographic paramet-
ers from Gupta et al [14]. The size of the sample used in this

study was≈ 1 mm× 2 mm (figure 1(b)). A diffraction pattern,
obtained at room temperature using the Laue backscattering
method (figure 1(c)) shows that the sample is a single crystal.

XAS and RIXS spectra were measured at the SPECIES
beamline [21, 22] at MAX IV Laboratory in Lund, Sweden.
A Si wafer was attached to the sample holder for the beamline
monochromator energy calibration (figure 1(b)). Total electron
yield (TEY) was measured via the drain current, both on the
LaPt2Si2 sample, and the Si wafer. Normalization of TEYwith
respect to beamline fluxwas achieved via the gold-coated refo-
cusing mirror drain current. The TEY measured from the Si
wafer was in good agreement with previous Si L2,3 edge XAS
measurements [23].

XES spectra were measured using the Scientia model
XES-350 spectrometer [24], which is a Rowland spectrometer
equipped with three gratings and a micro-channel plate-based
delay line detector [25]. For the measurements reported in this
article, a grating with 3 m radius and 300 lmm−1 groove dens-
ity was used. Energy calibration of the spectrometer relative
to the monochromator was done using the elastic scattering
of the incident photon beam, and the monochromator energy
scale was set by the Si L2,3 XAS [23]. The overall resolution
was estimated from the full width at half maximum (FWHM)
of the elastic scattering peak to be 270 meV at 108 eV incid-
ent photon energy. All RIXS measurements were carried out
in the horizontal plane at 90◦ scattering angle, and to minim-
ize diffuse elastic scattering the incident radiation was linearly
polarized in the horizontal direction.

3. Theory

DFT calculations of the electronic structure of LaPt2Si2 have
been performed with the Elk code [26] which implements
the full-potential augmented plane waves and local orbitals
method (FP-APW+lo) [27]. The core electrons are modeled
with four component wave functions, and the valence elec-
tron are modeled with two-component wave functions, aug-
mented optionally with SOC in (l, s) basis. In tetragonal
LaPt2Si2 structure, the primitive cell contains ten atoms. Cal-
culations have been performed for this structure, using the
lattice parameters reported by Gupta et al [17]. We used
the generalized gradient approximation as parameterized in
the Perdew–Burke–Ernzerhof (PBE) functional [28] for non-
magnetic, collinear spin-polarized, and noncollinear mag-
netic including SOC calculations, using a maximum angu-
lar momentum l= 8, and a Γ-centered k-point mesh of
size 16× 16× 16.

In order to consider whether to go beyond DFT to treat the
atomic-like localized La 4f electrons, wemake the observation
that in the PBE-DFT calculations (shown in figure 3) there are
no occupied La 4f states, as these reside about 2 eV above
the Fermi level. By construction a self-interaction calculation
would not change things as the La 4f state are not occupied.
Similarly, DFT+U treatment of these states would not change
the electronic structure. Therefore we have chosen not to go
beyond DFT for calculating the electronic structure. As both
highly localized and highly delocalized states contribute to the
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Figure 1. (a) Crystal structure of LaPt2Si2 viewed in two different directions, lattice parameters, and different crystallographic sites of Si
and Pt. (b) LaPt2Si2 crystal mounted on sample plate. Conductive carbon tape was used as adhesive, fluorescence powder for spotting beam,
and a Si wafer was used for calibrating the beamline energy. (c) The Laue diffraction pattern demonstrates the crystallinity of the sample.

spectra no attempts were made to explicitly capture the excit-
ations, e.g. by constructing a model Hamiltonian based on the
ground-state DFT result.

4. Results and discussion

In the Elk PBE collinear spin-polarized calculation, the elec-
tron band structures for majority and minority spins comes
out as degenerate, from which we infer that LaPt2Si2 is a
non-magnetic material. The electronic band structure in Elk
PBE SOC calculation is shown in figure 2, with the associated
total DOS, and projected partial DOS for different crystallo-
graphic sites La, Pt1, Si1, Pt2 and Si2 are shown in figure 3.
At the La site a sharp La f -LPDOS peak dominates the unoc-
cupied states, and two sharp peaks in the La p-LPDOS are
found below −15 eV in the occupied states (figure 3(a)).
It can be concluded that the La states are localized and do
not contribute much to the band formation. The occupied
states are dominated by Pt d-LPDOS with a maximum around
−4 eV (figures 3(b) and (e)) whereas p-symmetry gives the
largest contribution to the electronic structure at the Si sites
(figures 3(c) and (f)), apart from a sharp peak in the Si s-
LPDOS at around −10 eV. By virtue of the dipole selection
rules, x-ray spectra at the Si L2,3 edges primarily probe the
Si (s+ d)-LPDOS, and reflect the localized nature of the La
f -excitations at the La 4d edges.

Figure 4(a) shows TEY obtained by the drain current from
LaPt2Si2 as a function of incident photon energy. There are
two sharp peaks at 97.1 eV and 101.47 eV, and a dominat-
ing broad feature with maximum at 117.4 eV, which can be
assigned to excitation of atomic-like La 4d−14f states, includ-
ing transitions to the bound LS-forbidden 3P1 and 3D1 states,
and the giant 1P1 resonance, respectively. Similar multiplet
structures are typically observed in La compounds [29–32],
as a consequence of the atomic-like localized nature of the
4f electrons. Notably, the TEY spectrum does not capture the
Si 2p edge XAS of LaPt2Si2, expected to appear just below
100 eV. This observation demonstrates that the La 4d absorp-
tion cross-section totally dominates over Si 2p absorption.
Instead, we observe TEY peaks between 104 and 108 eV

Figure 2. Electronic band structure in Elk PBE SOC calculation
along different reciprocal lattice directions. Nearly degenerate bands
are split by the SOC.

(figure 4(a)) that match previous XAS spectra of SiO2 [23].
We attribute these peaks to an oxide layer formed on the sur-
face of LaPt2Si2 crystal.

To address the Si 2p edge absorption spectrum of LaPt2Si2
we first turn our attention to the XES map in figure 4(d). A
complex pattern is observed, where the main intensity is sta-
tionary between 87 eV and 98 eV emission energy, primarily
changing its integrated intensity with excitation energy. There
is also an elastic peak for which the emission energy equals
the excitation energy. A weaker structure disperses at constant
20–24 eV energy loss, and a sharp emission feature is observed
at 101.46 eV constant emission energy. The latter is resonantly
excited at incident photon energies around 120 eV. These fea-
tures are denoted in the XES spectrum excited at 129.8 eV,
shown in figure 4(c) as:

(i) Elastic scattering, coinciding with the incident photon
energy.

(ii) A constant energy loss feature which we assign to the scat-
tering to 5p−14f final states, reached over the 4d−14f res-
onances. We tentatively assign the two peaks at 20.8 and

3
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Figure 3. Partial electronic DOS in Elk PBE SOC calculation for (a) La, (b) Pt1, and (c) Si1 crystallographic sites in left panel and
(d) La (multiplied by 100 to show the possible hybridization of La p and d states with Pt and Si), (e) Pt2, and (f) Si2 in right panel. In order
to accommodate the data in the panels, some of the components have been multiplied with a factor of 10 or 100.

22.5 eV energy loss to final triplet states and the 1D2 state,
respectively, following the analysis of Suljoti et al [32] and
Miyahara et al [33].

(iii) A sharp peak at 101.46 eV emission energy assigned to
emission from the dynamically excited 4d−14f 3D1 state
to the La 4f 0 ground state.

(iv) A broad feature at constant emission energy, which we
assign to principally Si L2,3 emission, i.e. is associ-
ated with electrons from the valence band filling Si 2p
vacancies.

(v) Si L2,3 emission as in (iv), but as we see, the excitation
energy dependence of the two features are different.

The magenta curve in figures 4(a) and (b) is the PFY, con-
structed to emphasize Si 2p excitations. As Si L2,3 emission
dominates features (iv) and (v), intensity in the corresponding
85–98 eV emission energy range was integrated to construct

the PFY spectrum, while intensity from the dispersing La
feature (ii), which contributes in the 110–120 eV excitation-
energy range (figure 4(c) inset) was subtracted. The Si L2,3
edge shown in the PFY spectrum is found at 99.5 eV, and
there is a sharp second intensity increase at 101.4 eV, almost
coinciding with the La 3D1 resonance, and another intensity
increase around 107 eV.

There is only a faint (<10%) structure in PFY at the sharp
SiO2 excitations around 104 eV which can be attributed to the
surface oxide. For oxidized Si surfaces, a similar observation
has been made for oxide layers of around 7 nm thickness [23].
While the fluorescence yield sampling depth in Si is estimated
to be 70 nm [23], it is similar in this compound except for
the region of the La giant resonance 1P1 where the sampling
depth is more than three-fold reduced [34]. We can therefore
estimate the oxide layer also for LaPt2Si2 to be in the ≈7 nm
range.
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Figure 4. (a) TEY (black) measured using drain current from sample and PFY (magenta) for emission in the 85–98 eV range, with the
dispersing feature (ii) subtracted. (b) Zoomed-in PFY for emission in the 85–98 eV range (magenta) with DOS of Si1 s (green),
Si2 s (dash green), Si1 d (red), Si2 d (dash red) above Fermi energy. (c) An overview XES spectrum from LaPt2Si2 at incident photon energy
of 129.8 eV, covering emission energies up to 130 eV (black). In the corresponding detector position, the low-energy part of the spectrum is
not fully covered. The spectrum showing the full low-energy range is measured in a separate measurement at 102.87 eV excitation energy
(blue). The two spectra are normalized in the 95–100 eV range. The emission features are denoted: (i) elastic peak, (ii) resonant scattering to
La 5p−14f final states, which is also shown in the inset on the energy-loss scale, (iii) emission from the dynamically populated La
4d−14f 3D1 state, and (iv), (v) stationary feature primarily associated with Si L2,3 emission. (d) XES map. Like in the overview spectrum in
panel (c) the attenuation of the XES emission at the lowest energies is an experimental artifact due to the drop in sensitivity at this detector
position.

While the Si L2,3 edge PFY spectrum gives information
about the bulk material below the surface oxide layer, it does
not directly represent the cross-section for Si 2p excitations.
The PFY minimum at 117.3 eV coincides with the maximum
of the La giant resonance. At these energies, La 4d absorp-
tion dominates the XAS spectrum of LaPt2Si2. As this pro-
cess competes with Si 2p absorption, and since La 4d holes
do not emit appreciably in the chosen emission energy range,
the observed broad dip in the PFY is expected. The mech-
anism is the same as exploited in the inverse partial yield
method [35].

In figure 4(b) we compare the the PFY with the Si s and
d LPDOS, separated into contributions from the Si1 and Si2
sites. Significant differences between the two sites are pre-
dicted, e.g. the absorption close to the edge is primarily of Si2 s
character. The PFY increase around 101.4 eV coincides with
increasing Si1 s-LPDOS, while the 107 eV increase matches
the increase in the combined Si d-LPDOS.We assign the main
PFY features accordingly.

4.1. Elastic peak (i)

In general, the elastic peak (i) can have contributions from
both diffuse reflection and the resonant absorption-emission
process. Emission from the giant resonance in La compounds
in low-energy electron excited spectra seemingly coincides

with the absorption [29], demonstrating that a captured elec-
tron is sufficiently localized to recombine with the 4d hole.
The giant resonance is also observed in x-ray reflection meas-
urements [30]. Considering the complex index of refraction,
n+ ik, it has been noted that if (n− 1)2 ≪ k2 ≪ (n+ 1)2 the
normal incidence reflectivity varies as the square of the absorp-
tion cross section. While this is often the case in this energy
range [36], this approximation does not hold at the giant reson-
ance, for which tabulated optical constants [34] imply a high-
energy shift of the reflectivity peak relative to the peak in the
absorption cross section. This predicted shift is consistent with
the observed difference in peak positions when comparing the
excitation-energy dependence of the elastic peak intensity and
the TEY spectrum (figure 5). While the curves show simil-
arities, there are also significant differences, the TEY spec-
trum peaks at 117.5 eV, and the maximum in the elastic-peak
intensity is around 119 eV. Although we note that the TEY
signal may be influenced by disorder in the topmost layers of
the crystal, we can conclude that the elastic peak is dominated
by diffuse reflection in the region of the giant resonance.

4.2. Dispersing feature (ii)

The dispersing double-peak feature (ii), assigned to La
ground state→ 4d−14f→ 5p−14f scattering is shown in the
inset of figure 4(c). The two peaks are fitted with Gaussian
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at 22.5 eV and 20.7 eV energy loss, with FWHM of 1.1 eV
and 1.0 eV, respectively. The energy positions are close to
the corresponding transitions in ionic La compounds [31, 32],
facilitating the assignment of the high-energy loss peak to the
1D2 final state, and the low-energy loss peak to ‘spin-flip’ 3DJ

states. The intensity ratio of the two peaks also coincides with
the earlier studies, again demonstrating the atomic-like nature
of the scattering at the La sites.

In the ionic compounds the 5p−14f final states are situated
in the band gap, whereas in the present case they are found in
the conduction band far above the 5p−1 ionization thresholds.
Therefore, delocalization via interaction with the continuum is
allowed, just like in the case of the giant 4d−14f 1P1 resonance.
We tentatively attribute the additional width to tunneling of the
excited electron through a barrier, analogously to the case of
the singlet 4d−14f state. With this interpretation the increased
width implies a reduction of the lifetime of the 5p−14f final
states to less than one femtosecond due to this additional decay
channel.

4.3. Emission at 101.46 eV (iii)

Within the measurement accuracy, the energy of the station-
ary feature (iii) (figure 4(c)), 101.46 (±0.09) eV, matches the
energy of the La 4d−14f 3D1 resonance (101.47 eV). There-
fore, it can be assigned to transitions from this 3D1 state to the
La ground state. The mechanism for off-resonance population
of 4d−14f states in La compounds has been addressed earlier
[29, 30], and the associated population of La 3d−14f states
have been termed ‘shake-down’ [37]. The transition energy is
below the 4d binding energies [38], i.e. the 4d hole pulls down
the 4f orbitals below threshold. Consequently, the 4d holes are
screened as an electron from the valence band fills the 4f level,
forming 4d−14fV−1 states, where V−1 denotes a hole in the
valence band. If this hole in the valence band delocalizes prior
to the decay, the transition mirrors the 3D1 resonance.

In figure 5 we see that the intensity of the 3D1 emission to
a large extent follows the absorption cross section, which is
in line with the notion that the cross section in the range is
totally dominated by La 4d excitations. However we find the
maximum in the 3D1 yield slightly above 120 eV, and more
than 2.5 eV above the absorption maximum. This shift can
be understood by considering the delocalization of the ini-
tially excited electron. It is well-known that the probability
that this electron tunnels through the potential barrier prior
to the core hole decay increases with excitation energy over
the giant resonance [31, 39]. As long as the initial electron
remains local it contributes to the screening of the 4d hole
and hampers alternative screening mechanisms. Only when it
delocalizes the screening from the valence band to the triplet
coupled 4d−14fV−1 states becomes important. In this way the
3D1 yield in this range reflects a dynamical process where
the 4d−14f 1P1 excitation is followed by tunneling of the 4f
electron, and subsequent screening from the valence band
to triplet coupled 4d−14fV−1 states. In this sense the 3D1

yield monitors the cross section for excitation of unscreened
La 4d holes.

Figure 5. Elastic peak (i) intensity, dominated by diffuse x-ray
reflectivity (dotted black), and intensity of the stationary feature
((iii) see inset), associated with La 4d−14f 3D1 → 4f 0 transition
(dotted coral) compared to the TEY spectrum (dashed black).

Figure 6. XES spectrum excited at 102.87 eV, shifted to the binding
energy scale by subtracting 98.7 eV (black) is compared to the
Si1 s (green) and Si2 s (dashed green) LPDOS, and the Si1 d (red)
and Si2 d (dashed red) LPDOS, below the Fermi level.

4.4. Si 2p emission (iv and v)

4.4.1. LPDOS and XES. The XES spectrum shown in
figure 6, excited at 102.87 eV, is shifted to the binding energy
scale by subtracting 98.97 eV, as determined by the apparent
valence band edge. From the edge, the spectrum shows a plat-
eau down to around −6 eV, followed by a peak with a max-
imum around−9.5 eV. The experimental results are compared
to the Si s and d LPDOS (figure 6) at the two crystallographic
sites, Si1 and Si2, as denoted in figure 1(a). The low-energy
peak can be unambiguously assigned to transitions from states
of Si s character as the Si s-LPDOS dominates in this region. In
the predicted LPDOS there is a marked difference between the
two sites. Whereas the Si1 s-LPDOS has a rather sharp peak
at −9 eV, the Si2 s-LPDOS is more smeared out. Due to the
broadening mechanisms, especially the lifetime broadening of
final hole states far from the Fermi level [40] we do not expect
this difference to be observable.
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The Si s-LPDOS is not sufficient to capture the plateau in
XES spectrum between the valence band edge and −6 eV,
as density relative to the −9 eV peak is small in this region.
Assuming that the Si d-LPDOS gives a factor of five larger
contribution to the XES intensity than the Si s-LPDOS, the
intensity in this region can be partly explained (figure 6). Since
the Si 2p-d radial overlap typically is larger than the 2p-s over-
lap, Si d-states are expected to contribute more to Si 2p emis-
sion than Si s-states [41], but a factor of five is unusually large.
We also note that upscaled Si d-LPDOS introduces spectral
structure that is not observed in the experimental spectrum.

4.4.2. Excitation-energy dependence. The spectral
changes as the excitation energy varies across the La 3D1

absorption peak are shown in figure 7. We find that the spectra
normalized at 98 eV, show a steep resonant behavior where
the intensity of the peak at 90 eV (−9 eV peak in figure 6)
increases, and a pronounced shoulder develops around 91 eV,
and attains maximum intensity when the incident energy is
tuned to the La 3D1 resonance.

It is tempting to interpret this behavior as due to transitions
involving La 4d−14f 3D1 intermediate state. In this state the f
electron is localized at the La site, and in principle a valence
electron can fill the core hole, to create a final state with a
vacancy in the valence band and an excited f electron. The
sharp peak in the unoccupied La f -LPDOS of the electronic
ground state (figure 3(a)) suggests that the f electron is loc-
alized also in the final state. According to dipole selection
rules transitions from the valence band to a La 4d hole should
be from state with La p or f character. However, the theory
does not show appreciable LPDOS of these local symmetries
(figure 3(a)), and it lacks steep structures that could directly
account for the observations.

Tentatively, we still associate the resonant behavior to
transitions to the La 4d level from the valence band. With the
excitation energy at 101.47 eV, and the emission energy of
the resonant shoulder is 91 eV, the energy loss is 10.5 eV,
suggesting that the corresponding hole is in the band that is
dominated by Si s states. Especially, the Si1 site, which is in
closest proximity to the La atoms (figure 1(a)) has a sharp peak
at the corresponding energy (figure 3(c)). The observations
are consistent with a ‘cross transition’ where the final state
has an electron in the band dominated by La f -LPDOS or La
p-LPDOS (figure 3(d)) and a vacancy in the band dominated
by Si1 s-LPDOS, and we speculate that excitonic effects, and
possibly interference between close lying core hole states may
enable pathways to such final states. Finally we note that there
is a slight spectral change, when comparing data taken below
and above the resonance. They are consistent with selective
excitation of the two Si sites, which show large variation at
the cross section at these excitation energies (figure 4(b)).

This possible hybridization effects of La with the close
Si1 site might be a key to understanding the predictions put
forth in theoretical calculations by Kim et al [42] where the
CDW is predicted to be confined to the layer with Pt1 crys-
tallographic site. We speculate that by understanding these
local excitations of La with the Si1 atoms could indicate

Figure 7. XES spectra normalized at 98 eV, excited in the region of
La 4d−14f 3D1 resonance.

how hybridization might aid or prevent the formation of mul-
tiple CDW, which are observed in recent experiments [43].
The La atoms are not merely spectators that separate the
Si1–Pt1–Si1 and Si2–Pt2–Si2 layers but might play a crucial
role in the formation of CDW in LaPt2Si2.

5. Conclusions

XAS and RIXS measurements at Si 2p and La 4d edges of
LaPt2Si2 are presented, and interpreted in terms of DFT cal-
culations. Atomic-like local La 4d→ 4f excitations are found
in the absorption spectrum, the LS-forbidden 3P1, and 3D1

excitation as well as the giant 1P1 resonance. Decay to 5p−14f
final states are observed, and also the decay of the dynamic-
ally populated 3D1 state to the electronic ground state. Obser-
vations suggest that resonantly excited 3D1 states also decay
via valence band emission. The Si 2p XAS spectra are meas-
ured via PFY, and the XES spectra are independent of the
excitation energy over most of the energy range. The spec-
tra are assigned using the theoretical LPDOS of Si s and d
character at both crystallographic Si sites. We should expect
to see a variation in electronic interaction between La and Si
atoms as a function of temperature, and an accompanying vari-
ation in the Si 2p and La 4d spectra. With site selectivity the
question to what extent the CDW primarily is formed in the
Si1–Pt1–Si1 or Si2–Pt2–Si2 layers can be addressed. A more
detailed study will follow, including a systematic investigation
of the temperature dependence across the CDW transition, and
the dependence on crystal orientation.
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